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Joe Stanley Micheaj was the first student
to complete high school in 1850. However,
he graduated with the next ..class in 1951,

JOHRNY DICK BILLY

Slowly up the chapel aisle
they**came, and . as -the strains

* of the processjpnal march came

to -a - triomphant close, the '

. graduates ‘knelt for. .a moment
. in-humble prayer. - During these

past four years this-moment

had been their -dream, 'their .
Mow, -before -

all-inspiring goal.
the Blessed Sacrament, sur-

. .rounded - by their.-missionaries,
" ‘teachers; -parents and friends,
. they-‘were about- to "graduate.’

S The chapel. was hushed 'now,_ ‘
" “while . the Bishap spoke ‘words

of encouragement, challenge -
and farewell.  Earnestly, His
Exceliency spoke of the ser-

" jousness of the obligations these

young ‘men - and women must

 face in the future. ' Christ, he

- ANNIE SUSAN -SOULLE
"~ Mrs. Joe Micheal
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SOME STUDENTS
PHOTOS NOT

AVATLABLE |

'GLORTA LEONARD (S&M)

- told  them, “Bad._ _sef them an.
~example, had given. them a way’ -

of life, - 'Now‘,-they,.‘ in turn,
must go .forth, and [ead. their

_people - to- .the feet of 'God. ..

Graduation . Night : - a

. glerious, happy night, filled with
dreams of greater things to be, ~

Graduation’ Night -- @ night of
thoughtful retrospeet -and [iving
memories. * And so it was, that

high school days, and lived again

those - joyous, . carefree hours. -

.-~ Long after the last  candle on
- the Altar had been extinguished;

“ long after parents and friends

‘had  departed; long after the
““Home Waltz™ had glided to its
end, each of these girls and boys
smiled wistfully over the days

-on this -night, a5 they knelt W
rece[vei_{irod-’s‘ Benediction, thess’
- ‘eight iooked back upon their

which - somehow could - never .
- die.._' L 7 e < s .

Was it a day or years ago

.-that they-had bscome members
of ..the first .-Kamtoops: Indian .-
of the first Kamloops Indian -

_High Schoot class?

Four years
ago, it was. indeed. They had
felt so proud and brave that

gay September day in 1947, -

“We are the High School,”

_ tonight,

they . said to. themselvés; fé

" the hilé -that life -held
_and serious "duties Tn the

of that very fact. They tho

- troly, for. they were the

the- pioneers, as it were, In

endeavour to raise the stan

of Indian education. And 1

they had gradu:

. Oblate Mission -
June—September 195
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Dennis August

Joe Mitchell
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Dennis August'57
' Edne Joseph
(Mrs. Louis)

s ™ &.Anna Joseph
" (Mrs: George) (Mrs. Dan)
. .7+ deceased

N Do rb th

- "COWB"Y ‘s.ng

Annie Kruger '56 -

Earl Smith & Rose Adolph 157
(Mrs. Andrew)
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1959'was the last 'year that K.l1.R.S. held a:
Graduation ceremony. in 1960 the students at-
tended St. Ann's Academy, -Kamioops, B.C.

Rose Antione 'k
- Mrs. Johpstohe

_CLASS '61 - | Roger Adolph 60

PRI

" Top roﬁ: Agnes Bo

, - CLASS
b, Ken Williams, Fred Ginger, Fr.J.P. Mulvy
1ph, Myrus James and Serphine Ned. , ‘ o

' Marjorie Retasket, Sr. Mary Clarissa(teacher)

a Smith, Laura Manuel, _
Bev Frank, Veronica lLester and Ruth Hansen

'59 ' o .
ihiil, Mariene Baker, Fr. G.P. Dunlop, Ray Tom,

George Pete, Sam Ado
Bottom Row: Delphine Alex, Matild
Sr. M. Moninna(Superior) Mancy Saddieman,

s
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THE EARLY DAYS OF THE

INDIAN SCHOOL

MARY BALF,

Curator, - Kamloops Museum

The possibi[ity‘ of providing
some kind of education for
indians of the lntenor was

. suggested very soon after the
establishment of the first
schools for. settlers’ children. -
Indians were no longer regard-

ed merely as a source of
furs and cheap labour..

James Lenihan pleaded thetr
cause elogquently. He had been

_'indhan Supermtendent ‘in the

later- 1870Q's,” and: while In

office had heen impressed by

their good gualities and intelli-
gence, and believed they were
treated un}usjtly in many wavys.

n a letter to the Inland

" Gentinel  in September 1884

he advocated setting up three

. schools. in the Interior — at
_Chilliwack, Williams Lake and -

Kamloops. or the Okanagan.
He felt agriculture should be

' taught to the boys, but, unlike

most of his contemporaries,
wanted academic subjects to

be given too.

He specifically

should be irained as teachers,

50 that they would be able to -

run small village schools, and
eventually the Indian popula-
tion would becorrie educat'ed
and receive the same oppor-
tunities as white

Another who  realized the
great need was Archibald Mc-
Kinlay {a strong- -Presbyterian)

of Lac La Hache.

He came west for the H.B.C.
in 1835, and for many years

. took charge of Columbia River -

posts before retiring to farm-

"ing. !n April 1885 he wrote 10

his great friend W.F. Tolmie:—

suggested
that some of the c_hildre_n'

children. -

letter,

»*“The Mission hare {St.

~Joseph’s at Williams Lake) has

done ahsolutely nothing except
teaching the ‘Indians to court
teaching the indians to count
their beads and run through
a few Latin prayers: Even in
the church the Indians have
to sguat on the floor; seats
have  been kept sacred for
their favored 'brethren with
pale skins. | am not aware that

the Revd. Fathers here ever

. attemepted .to teach even one
branch of industry. They have
schools for both boys and girls
for which they are well paid,

. put no Indian children allow- -

ed. Your description of. the
system used in the Yakama
Forest must open the eyes of
the powers that be, to the
miserable manner the Indians
have been neglected in this
Province.”

By 1887 the Government

recognized the need for a
-school near Kamloops: Indian

Agent JW. McKay reported
“that the Indians were “anxious-
ly awaiting definite arrange-
ments’’, and that “difficult-

ies in’ connection with the sel-_
‘ection of suitable sites have

been heretofore the cause of
the delay”’. ' '

The selection wa'sl left to

Dr.  LW. ‘Powell, - Indian
Supermtendent In a letter da-
ted July 30, 1888 he describes
in detail his inspection of St.
Louis” Mission, a large school
built in 1882 two miles west
-of Kamloops but never really
used.

‘He .did _ not favor -this
place, since the land was sub-
ject to frequent flooding, and
becalise Bishop d’ Herbomez ,
wanted ~ $10,000, while the

planned budget only allowed

'$7,500, including mainten-
ance. S
Dr. Powell continues his

") took several days
in:examining the resefve oppo-
site Kamloops confernng with

Wilson & Eugene-1954

the. indians, etc.

“ly a. very

vand- have
selected a site which is certain-

superior one’ in
every respect.

“1t is situsted on the south

side of Wount St. Paul which
“affords

it. ample protection
and sheiter during the winter,
while the situation on the
banks of the South Thompson
is not only picturesquea, but ex-
cellent for drainage and an un -
limitéd supply of good water.
The place proposed for a build-
ing site is enclosed and cultiva-

ted by the widow of a voya '~

geur named Le ‘Roux, but she
is willing to vacate it if reim-
bu.rsed for the cost of the
moving viz. '
15.00;

‘Fences, Dweiling,

.25.00; Stable, 25.00; Clearing

ground, T00.00: $1 65.00

*#The following is-a rough
plan thereof covering an area
of about 160 acres.” {Here
follows a sketch map, mark-
ing Le Roux Point, and the
lake nearby.) '

“Adjoining the Le Roux
point is a beautiful fiat of rich
land, consisting of 40 acres,
which® with" irrigation would
be most productive.

“In- lieu of a ditch which
wouid .be' about three miles
long to bring water from St.
Paul’s Creek, 1 would recom-
mend a wind power pump to
raise water from the Thomp-
somM. .

#The cost of a pump is

about $150.00 in Toronto, and
this | am told wouid be capable
of raising many thausands of
gatlons of water in twenty-four

hours and for a long time

would probably be all the irri-
gation
would be also necessary for rai-
sing water needed for house
purposes.

“Furthermore, | am certain
that the grection of a wind

_power. pump would stimulate
" the Indians to adopt the sys- .

tem on their fine reserve and
hundreds of acres of iand
would thus be rendered fertile
which are now lying waste.

“she Indians were delighted
to hear of:the proposed estab-
lishment of the School’ and
my visit ameng them- was of

a most satisfactory character..

in other respec*rs

Th|s plan was accepted and
in April 1889 Mrs. Le Roux re-
ceived the $165.00 compensa-

tion for moving her buildings.:

Little is known of Abraham
La Roux, '
La Rue, and possibly derived
from La Rocque, since Joseph
La Rocgue ‘established the
first North West Fur-trading
Company post in the immedi-
ate vicinity in- 1812. Larue
is mentioned in the HBC Acc-
ount Book for 1864, when

—

required. The pump

lLaundr‘_y girls:
and Cecelia

Flo, Gloria M. & Gloria A.

Gordon & Pinky

sofmetimes -speit

budget.

he was paid for trips to Colvile

and -for Iendmg a horse to .

“the Company. The date of his
~ death is unknown. .

He and his wife Marie had
four children; Agnes married

_a member -of the Shuswap

band, and Lizette married
Louis Leonard. The estate was
divided between their sons
Adamm and Eli, the former

‘having the portion on which

the-school was built. in 1889
Louis Hli-hleh-kan..

.....................................

" 'When tenders for t-he bui:ld-

. the widow Marie married Chief

ing were -called-. in the :spring .

of 1889, "J.D. Ross of Kam-
Ioops was awarded the con-
tract for $10,000; it had been
decuded apparently, that the
must be increased.

BY August _cohstruction
started, and was completed by

1wo  storeys. - The

the end of the year, having
given employmient to seven
carpenters, three masons and
plasterers and two painters.
88,000 feet of lumber, 20
cords of stone, and 660 bushels
.of lime were used. Bricks came
ffom Kamloops Brickyard,
which which had just started
production as a subsidiary of

. the Shuswap Milling Company

in the present Riverside Park,
but the 68 windows had to

_be imported from New West-

mmster

_Theln]and,Sentiﬁ'el of

- December 28, 1888, devoted

considerable space to” a des-
ceiption of the schooi. There
were three buildings, all of
central
measured 31 by 34 feet, with .
two large schoolrooms, office,

.and two rooms for the Super-
_intendent. There was a frost-

contjnﬁed on page 8
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Barney,Bill & Fred
Ginger

Len Marchand

Gloria & Cecilia
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Continued forni page 5

proof storage celiar 16 feet
" sguare.

The small.girls’ dormitory
was connected to the main.
building by a covered passage,

and inciuded -the. laundry and -

room for -the matron. The-
boys’ wing to the north mea-
sured 33 by 41 feet, with a
iarge play area, and smiall
rooms for thé teacher.

" The whole was painted
French grey with a white trim
outside; indoors the floors:
were vyellow, with grey and

. brown woodwork.

When the school was open-
ed at the beginning of 1890,
Michael Hagan -was appointed
Superintendenit. He had started
the inland Sentinel in 1880,
but. had retired to farm near

Okanagan Mission In 1886; .

he had aiways been very inter-
ested in Indian welfare. M.
"McMillan was the first teacher;
and Sister Superior Mary Jo-
achim from St. Ann's in Kam-
loops took charge of the giris.

in April the windmill advo--
cated by Poy\.',eH was erected,
so that water was now available
for irrigation. The boys spent
about haif their time in acad-
. emic learning, and the other
_half in agriculture, a subject

.in which- Hagan was expert.

It wouid seem the school
settled to a happy routine. In
October the Sentinel notes that
Hagan' took all the ‘pupils,

much to their delight, to visit -

the second’ annual. exhibition’
of the Inland Agricultural As-
sociation, held that year in
" Kamloops.

In August 1891 there is a
long article by “‘Flob™, a visit-
ing j I

=4

. Joachim

that ““the outside was painted '
by the Towest tender-and looks
like i, but was full of praise..
for the neatness and cleanli-
ness inside. He was most im-
pressed. by the fine garden, .
and by the fact that 20 or30

" acres_ had been cleared and

fenced by Hagan and the bavs, -
with “two calves comfortably
browsing™. ‘

At that time there were
24 pupils aged 4 1o 13. Sister
Mary Joachim had now left
to start a school, at ‘Kuper.
Isiand: Mrs. Richardson-. was.
now matron, and taught the
girfls to be responsible for
cooking and cleaning.

in June of 1892 Michael
Hagan resigned; he wished to
spend his remaining years on
his Kelowna farm. Saon a'Fte[-
wards McMillan also left .to
teach in the Seattle Indian
School. They were followed by
a. succession of men in these
posts, but in 1894 Sister Mary
7 returned, and
remained until” her death in
1907.. She is still remernbered
with great affection by the

older indians of the district. .

On November 15, 1894,
the ‘schoo! was recognized by
the highest in the land. Gov-
ernor-General Lord Aberdeen:
and his family spent much of

_their Kamioops visit at the
- schoot. He . was i greeted by

W.F. Wood, and afterwards
Chief Louis spoke for the
Kamloops Band, with Father
LeJeune as interpreter.

The Countess was presented
with flowers, and Alex Leon-
ard read an address on behalf

" of the pupils, which was higtily
" “praised by the Governor-Gen-

eral. The. children then gave a

-short program of sorigs and re-
- citations, and’ were given a

H NN

Indian Schoo'1 cattle-

Anthony with the 'Schoel 's
" logging truck.

Pictured below class of 1933 -
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Record of Choirs and Music Festival and of the Bancing Groups.

APRIL 1850 .

For the first time in the history of the Residence, the students
took part in the Yale-Cariboo Musical Festival. The Senior Choir
of beys and giris won the ““David Spencer Shield” and received
glowing commendation from the adjudicator. The dancing group
likewise won a silver cup and one of the soloists recewed first
p!ace in her class.

The singers and dancers were invited to return on the last
evening of the festival to participate in the finals.

1951, 1962, 1953 The students continue to bnng home honors
to.the school. :

APRIL 1954

The fo!nowmg entries were again’ very successful in the Yale-
Carihoo Musical Festival: :

1. High School Foik-Dancing Group. This group recei\red'
' 88.5 marks and won the “Melva Dwyer Cup”.

2. For their duet Mona ignacg and Nancy Saddleman receive
the “Nora Bulman Cup™.

3. The Grades 4 and b Choir receive 170 marks and “The
: Knlghts of Pythias Sh:eld"

4. For the singing of “Lady Apnl" Deanna Sterhng recelved
an honorary prtze

B.. For the fifth consecutive year, the Senjor Choir of boys
and girls receives the “Davnd Spencer Shield™.

6 Other successful entr:esw _e
a. The Intermediate Falk Dancmg Group 88 marks )

- b. Duets: Josephing Leonard and Mona lgnace.
Elizabeth - Mitchell and Mildred Saddleman.

c.’ . Solos: -Josephine Modeste.
" Mary Sampson. :
Jeannette Bob.
Cecilia Bob.
- Linda Prosper.
Charlotte Saddieman.

APRIL 1955

The four groups of dancers and the three choirs again enter '
the Musical Festival and very high praise is bestowed. on each
group. The -Kamloops “Sentinel” reports: .

The Indian Residential School groups gave their usual good .
performancés. The girls in Swedish Masquerade had a pleasiag .
dignity, yet obviously enjoyed themselves. [t was simple but

" extremely well-done, and for it they received 90 marks.
The eight-hand reei, with the colorful Irish costumes was

. delightful. These demure girls with sparkiing eyes were
quite a .comtrast to the rollicking colleens of eariier in the
evening. . This was a little more difficuit than the masquerade
but they did it well and received 92 marks. Another group-
of brightly-dressed gifls danced the Hlrish Jig”, and an eight-
some, w1th Ilghtness and accuracy: *“This group wéas almost
flawless;” Was the comment of the adjudicator, and they -
received 93 marks. These groups all show the resuft of carefut
training in their exquisite precision of movement.

The “lrish Jig” group was awarded the *“Melva Dwyer Cup’.

[N

APRIL 27, 1955

Today the three choirs won great honor in the Festival. -The -
High Schooi Mixed Chair received 8b and 89 marks for their two
selections and again won the “David Spencer Shield”. The adjud-
icator, Mrs. Roberta Wood, was greatly moved by the beauty of
the singing and said with sincerity “Thank you for your artistic
performance”. The grades five and six girls won the “Hudson's
Ray Shield, Grades three and four won the “nghts of Pythlas
Shield” for their splend;d performance- .

SEPTEMBER 19_)55

-

'Sister Mary Leonita joined the staff at K.LR.S. and took
over the direction and teaching of the Dancing’
© Anne Mary’s place.

Groups in-Sister

Sister Anne Mary

W

, Under the expert direction of Sister M. Leonlta ‘the fame of
the Daricers spread far and wide. Each year saw the glrls gain more
expertise and success, until finally in the summer of 1964, they
attained the rare but well-deserved privilege of being allowed to
perform in The Palace of Fine Arts in Mexico. '

On July 24, 1964, a most memorable day in the lives of the

_K..R.S. gitls, the 30 dancers with Sister M. 'Leonita, and Sister M. -

Baptista, left by plane to give their greatest performarice in Mexico.
On arriving at the airport they were warmly and royally welcomed
by the Mexican Government Officials, and by Mr. Dwight Fulford
of the Canadian Embassy. The concerts given by the girls were
very successful and the proceeds, all for the benefit of the poor
of Mexico, were staggering - several thousands of dotlars. :

Sister Mary Leonita’s dedicated and outstanding teaching,
and the interest, hard work and perseverance of the girls had made
possible the unheard of privilege of “The First Amateur Group

- to be allowed to perform in the Mexican Palace of Fine Arts™.

fn recognition of Sister Leonita’s great work with the Indian
girls, the Kamloops people donated -a special cup, known as “The
Sister Leonita Cup™ which may be awarded each year to the best
dancing group entering the festival. . '

’.iii?ﬁ!

Puteh darcers-1949 -

‘Sister Mary Leonita




~ One of the most exciting
events of my life was my
appoiniment as principal and

administrater of the Kam-

loops Indian  Residential
Schooi in 1958. '
" Perhaps the fact that | had
" spent five vears looking after
eight of the Reservations in
the Kamloops and. Merritt
districts had some%hing to do
with the excitement | felt.
During this period the indian
people in this area endeared
themselves to me and on acc:
ount ‘of this my big desire

was to be of assistance to .

them in any way possibie.
i‘n that particular. space in

. time education seemed to be.

© the most practical and effi-
cient' way of brlng:ng this a-
bout.

For six years prior to this

new appointment | was en-

gaged in the same capacity-.

at. the Kootenay Indian

Residential School in Cran- -
- brook. While ! loved Cran-

brook very: much, yet is
‘brook very much, yet it

seemed ‘to me at least, that -

~Kamloops ‘was' where the
action was. Why? It had
“it's own high school,

If action was what | want-

ed, action was what | got.

There 1| met almost 100
young, vibrant, colourfu!, in-
telligent and relaxed high

_ school students who worked -

"hard, studied hard, played

hard and did everything with
. great gusto.. | believe the
reason was they were in a

segregated school where ten- .

sions and cubtural clashes
were less personal. H seemed
to me that the only thing
on their minds was to acquire

as much knowledge as poss- -

ible and to have as much fun
as possible'in doing so. Was it
.. the segregated school? Was it
the dedication of the Sisters:

of St._ Anm and others?

Whatever the cause they est-

ablished a record never equal-

led elsewhere in B.C. since
that time. Out of 12 grade
12 students who wrote exam-
inations in what was called
the ““University Program’™

eight passed all subjects and.

three missed only one sub- -

ject. The parcentage of stu-
dents today reaching acad-
emic«42 is extremely low.

But this excellence was
not confined to academ:c

pursuits on[y The sports pro- -

gram under the direction of
Father Noonan and Arnold
Poelzer was far and above

any other school of it's’

size., The students excelled
in "basketball and boxing..
A - f

And who can forget the in-
ternationaliy famous girls
dancing troup. This." group
was originally strated by Sis-
ter Ann Mary and wWas con-
tinued and brought to near

perfection by Sister Leonita.

They were acclaimed by audi-
ences in virtually every town

'KAMLOOPS SOUVENIR EDITION
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in B.C. as well as audiences in

Mexivo when they were in-

vited by that country  in

| think it was the close knit

and caring community of
students and staff that pro-

“vided the. proper climate

to bring about this very de-
sirable condition.

| could go on and on re-
lating numerous aspects of
the school life of this era.
| could. go intc the many
amusing incidents that took

_ place. Like the grades one

snd two boys saying their
prayers in a Scottish accent’
due to the fact that they had
a Scottish lad in the person
of Brother Murphy teachlng
them their prayers.

For example, the invoca-
tion “My Jesus Mercy'” very
often came out My Jesus
Murphy”. much to the con-
sternationn of the Sisters and
old Brother Joseph. Or Sister
Leonita’s command “‘Smile”
to the danecers during re-

- hearsals when the poor dears
“felt like doing anyth!ng else
but smile.

"Fr. G.P. Dunlop OMI

There were so many other

N -thjngs ‘that happened in those

days. Some were funny and
some -were sad. Soma we
would like to forget. But this -

- this .we can say with pride. -
" The old school at Kamioops
: did what an educational insti-

tution is supposed to do--it
“taught--it transmitted -know-
) Iedge

FIRST GR_ADUATION: JUNE 18, 1951,

_For the first time in the history of the Residential School

‘and in the history of Residential Schoo!$ in the West, the first,

most impressive graduation ceremony took place. Four years
prior to this time, through the untiring efforts of Sister Anne
Mary, 8.5.A., high school classes were opened at the Residence.
Eleven .students had ‘in this time prepared themselves for the
Provincial Examinations and were now ready to receive their
diplomas and pins. Bishop Jennings, 'who was enthusiastic over
this wonderful accomphshment englneered the entire graduation

programme.

JUNE 12, 1952.

The second graduation took place. The success of the grad-
uates n their post-graduate studies was a great ircentive to the

‘present group to carry on in spite of difficulties. Among the

1962 class were- Rase Terry who was awarded the Ciass Excel[ence
Pnze - : :

JUNE 4, 1953.
: 'Succe_ss of our students continues and today ﬁve graduates

receive their diplomas. Murray Alexis from Vernon, Clara Bob
from Fountain Valley, Lillian Jackson from Sechelt, Anne

" Jeffries from Sechelt and Susan Mitchell from Squirrel -Cove.

JUNE 1954

The school is gaining quite a reputation in educational circles
and ‘today nine students join the ranks of Graduates of K. L.R.S.

JUNE 1955

Bishop Harrington addresses the graduates of 1955 and pleads
with them to hold high the honor of the school by safequarding

" their own honor and by living up to the high hopes placed in them .

. The~ students of K.I.R.S. continue to bring honour 16 the
success and prove to all how capable the Indian people are of
taking their pigces  in the academic field. Up to the “present,
many . of the graduates have entered the teaching, nursing, and
secretarial - profes-smns and provide inspiration. to the younger'
students to keep on strw:ng in their studtes

The Graduatign at K.[.R.S. is now an estabhshed fact and each’
year the number of students succ:essfully completmg their four
years of study increases.

1956 and 1957 up fé and including 1'he year 1969, the

. students continued: their studies at the Residence and then at
St. Ann's Academy.

BrbtheﬁrMurphy-with'Junidr boys

-On _beh’aif of Donna and
the school -Reunion Committ-
ee ,we would like to express

our deepest, gratitude for all .

the pictures and articles sent
to us. Unfortunately, we were

not able to use all of the
pictures for.this Souvenir Ed-~

ition. However with the limited,

space we have been able to

put together, the’ most . im-
portant -
Kamloops . Indian Residential
‘School: ' '

Our - thanks go out to

the Kamloops Museum, An-
thony Lish and: the Oblate
Fathers for the history of the

_ school, Sister Anne Mary and
.. Sister M. Leonita -for the in-
" formation or the Dancers and

High School Choir and last but
not least to Father Gerald

" Duniop. for ‘his artigle that’

'armgs out some of the hum-
orous stories of Brother Mur-
phy and the Junior Boys.

Father - G. Dunlop was
a ‘missionary for the - Merritt

© area from 1945-18560. A prini-

‘cipal of the KI.R.S. from

- 1958-1964.

“This was a special pro-
ject of The Indian Voice.
Those included are Juilie Eaton,
Georgia Beale, Nancy Biccum
and Donna Doss.

aspects concerning

SNOOKS(keh Manuel)
Administrator of .
K.1.R.S.

" SITUATION

The lafge;t of its kind in Canada, Kamicops Indian Resid-
ential Schoo! Is situated on the South Thompson at the foot of
Mounts Peter and Paul, about three miles from Kamloops

FOUNDATION -

In 1890, Bishop Durieu invited the Sisters of St. Ann to take
‘charge of the school; which had opened in 1889 with a Catholic
layman, Mr. Hagan, as its first principal. - Twenty-five Indian
boys and girls were enrolled. The Sisters, -however, were with-
‘drawn at the end of the term as it was not possible. at the time
to make adequate, provision for their spiritual needs. :

In 1893, the schoe! re-opened with Reverend Father Carion
0.M.J. as principal “and with three sisters on the staff. Since
then, the institution has progressed steadlly under the direction
"of the Reverend Oblate Fathers.- o

EXPANSION
In September 1946, grades nine and ten were added, making
"this the first Indian high school in the Province.- One boy compl-
eted junior matriculation in 1950. The first graduation exercises
took place’ in June 1951, with eight graduates. The class
of 68 numbers fourteen. Present reglstratton is 424 218 Girls,
206 boys. . c.

CURRICULUM

‘Requirements of the Provincial Department of Education
are followed from Grade 1 to high school graduation or universitv,
entran'ce._ Sports  are varied and popular, well .organized and
expertly coached. Other ‘extracurriculdr activities are cadet
‘corps for boys and girls, fife and drum band , folk dancing,
square dangcing, chioral singing, socials. : :
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Kamioops indian Residential

School had a boxing club

from 71855-1960. In 1960, box-

ing was banned from schools.

The coach was Gorden Dancer

- and the first manager was

Father Noonan. After Father

Noonan came Father Egan .

took over. Some of ihe men

who boxed were as follows:.

“Hubcap”  Andy  TAMOS;

. “Pinky™ Herry __Edwarcis; Felix
Moses: Saul Terry; Sam Adolph

and “Ta-Pete” David

“Ta-Pete” David Edwards;

Doug JJenson; Charley Gilbert;
Willie Nahanee and Roger

Adolph. Roger became a pio--

fassional boxer after leaving
schooi. He boxed quite suc-

. cessfully until an injury forced

him to retire.

S T S S

e

.

Andy Amos

. Basketba]]

- Principal '64-'7h
KAMLOOPS 'INDIAN RES. SCHOOL |
1800 - 1077




. school principa

ANTHONY LIAH

.In Washington and later on

(in1863} at Mission City and
then in other places, the Ob-
lates established - Indian res-
idential schools to' take the
children from the unsanitary

- conditions and, at times, the-

evil . influences of camp life,
and also to give them regular
reals, medical care, an elem-
enfary education as well as to
try to develop leadership qual-
ities and to teach them farm-
ing or a trade, or in the case
of the girls, to be good home-
makers, ‘

The day' school, which Fr.
Coccola saw on the Kamioops
reserve in 1881, gave way to a
boaiding school with some 50

pupils .when the Federal Go--

17

vernment erected a large
buiiding for the boys and an-
other for the girls”.

‘In 1889 (or a little later
according to Bishop Durieu),

" the Government, under pres-

ure : from certain people”,

" confided "the management of

the school to Catholic lay-
men. '

‘ ~ Although the principal, Mr.

" Hagan, was an exceflent man
and a-staunch friend of the

priests, there was consider-
able trouble in the school.

The Indians were dissatisfied -

and, because they had no chap-
{ain, the Sisters of St. Ann, aft-

er a short say, withdrew in
-1880.

Finally .in 1893, the Gow-
ernment acceded to the In-
dians” demands -and asked
the Oblates to take charge
of the school. Because he was
“*the most experienced Indian
I"”" amongst the
Oblates, = Father” Alphonse
Carion was appointed principal
on April 1, 18583. He’ took
charge on April 15. In honor

_.of his patron saint, the school

was placed under the pro-
tection of St. Alphonus.

His fellow “missionaries re-

garded him as a model prin-

cipal. tn 1904, Bishop Donten-
will wrote: “Father Carion is
in complete charge of the
Indian industrial schoel. All
who know and can appreciate

the difficulties of such a

b P -
re§pon5ibie position - unani-
mously say that he is.a past

‘master in the art of training
.Indian childfen.” {In the same

report,- the Bishop says: “Fa-
ther Lejeune ‘is practically al-
ways on the go visiting his
1200 Shuswaps - whaose langu-

“age he speaks. He has just

built. and -enovated several
churches....ovérﬂow with zeai
and good-humour, Fr. Bellot
attends to 800- Okanagan In-
dians { who live at) a- great
distance from  Kamloops..
Father Andrew Michel zeal-
ously looks after the parish

" . and the Sisters’ Academy. .

After serving as principal

“woild ~ take . much  time

for 23 vyears at Kamloops,

“Father Carion was appointed

Master of MNovices at St

Mary’s Mission in March, 1916.

He died a year later. Despite
their zeal and .other gqual-

ities, his immediate success-

ors, Father Rodolphe Desmar-
ais and J.B. Salles, had a very
trying time at the school
from a financial point . of
view. The war,- and not they,
was to blame for this. Be-
sides that, neither remained
long enough - to' prove his
worth: Father Desmarais was

" recalled to Quebec and Fa-

ther Xalles, an outstanding
professor of philosophy and
moral theology, was appointed
to the staff- of the Oblate’
Scholasticate in Edmonton.

" Many of his pupils became In-

dian missionaries.

Unlike Father Salles, his

" successor, - Father - James

McGuire, -had no experience
with the Indians and that
was a handicap. He had been

a”brilliant university professor =

and director of a college which,

“urider rather peculiar circum-

stances, he -ha_d founded.

However, at Kamloops, his
difficulties” were financial ra-

. ther than academic. That he

might have solved them is sug-
gested in a report made by
Father John. Welch, Vicar of

. Missions, in 1920: “During the
- short time he spent at the

Kamloops School the Rev-
erent Jameés McGuire placed
this Institution on a good
footing by installing an irriga-
tion system which has given
new life to the farm”. =

As matters turned out this
statement proved to be over-
optimistic hut it shows that
Fr. McGuire had made a good
start. And he did and planned

a great deal more than that

Appailed by the old build-
ings and_.their Jack of modern
conveniences and by the low

-standard of studies offered the

Indians, he decided to improve
both. With the support of Mr.
Fulton, a. former Attorney-
General in the B.C. Legislature
and father of the present Min-
ister of Justice, he got the
Federal Government to build
the present magnificent school.

His successor,; ) Father ‘thn
Duplanii, had come to B.C.

. in 1907 and had done good

work in a parish, on the white
missions in southeastern B.C.,

as chaplain of the B.C. penit- -

entiary and then as temporary

- principal ‘at the Sechelt and-

Cariboo Indian schools.

" While in these schools -and,

later on, at St. Mary’s Indian
School, he felt, that while the

. sthools had done much good,

they had not 'kept pace with

the times: only« the lower

grades were taught and “voca-
tienal training™ was far from
what it should be. He realized

that to . make these schools

what he felt they should be

Cs

- During the “depression years”,

and work. The Government be-

lieved that it was fulfilling its

obligations towards - the pupils
and al that most Indians want-
ed was to get their children
out of schoot as soon as possi-
ble. '

Father Duplanil’s first step
was to visit several Indian

schools in the United States

and. the Coqualeetza schooi .

near Sardis’ where the Rever-
- 'end Dr. Raley was of the great-’
est help to him. .He returned
from this trip with several con-
victions. . {1} The idea that the
school was a jail to which the
children were forced' to go
must be destroyed. The ne-
cessity and advantage of édu-
cation,” of learning a trade,
‘of getting medical attention,

. etc. must be stressed. The

truant officer must never be
" mentioned. 2} High school
was a goal to be kept in mind
~ but only two grades per gener-
ation should be added so that

there would not be too large

an_intellectual gap between pa-
* rents and children, - :

He noticed that when Grade
.XIl children, in those days re-
turned to their reserves, from
certain schools, they could not
stay there and when they went
to the \cities.,_they were not dc-
cepted by the whites. They
. often became outcasts and’
. got into trouble. (Note: Even
‘in 1977, very often ‘Indian stu-
dents come to the cities from
small towns and reserves and
are not prepared for the racism
.and prejudices found in the
large urban areas. This often
results ir the Indian being In-

cdrcerated in the peénal insti- "

. tutions throughout the coun-

‘try.} .3) More gualified teach- -

ers were needed: both in the
schoolréom and in the voca-
‘tional training departments.
When *~ He came tom Kam-
- loops as principal, the central
building and - east wing were
completed but, as late as 1928,
he had less than a hundred pu-
pils whereas,  to make ends
- meet, he needed 250.

With the co-operation of
Father Lejeune and his assist-
ant, the school was soon fill-
ed although only .persuasion
" was used to attract the pupils.
A former high school teacher
and a gentleman who had a
university degree helped teach

the boys and the Sisters, under a =

very understanding .superior,
,did wonders amongst the girls..

The school stood. in a desert

" of sand. Various grasses and
“grains were ‘sown between the
school and the river, an orchard
and shade trees were planted.
The irrigation system was im-
proved, .3 prize jersey herd was
started, chickens were bought
‘and many other jmprovements
‘were made, thanks’ to the

excellent work of Mr. Jim Bann, .

“and Frank arid ;Anthony . Leja.
Supervised " games. and callis-
thenics were.introduced.

,'Thoug-h "he was. strict, Fa-
.ther "Duplanil was -very kind.

MAY 21,

he took in 80 pre-schc
“children (from 4 to & year
¥to save them from starv
.-They slept in the admir
‘tion buijlding and once or
.every night, he got up to
sure  they "~ were -all co

“June - 28, was his last d
“school. That evening, a nu
of businessmen came tc
good-bye and to give h
present. In reply to a s

in which a gentleman spol
all the good he had
Father Duplanil gave _all
credit to his predecessor, F
McGuire. Early next mot
he received a telegram: “F
‘McGuire drowned yester

Father Duplanil had w
successors in  the . persor
Fathers  Thomas  Keni
Fergus O’Grady {now B
-of Prince Rupert}, James
vihill, and Gerald, Dunlor
of whom have built wel
the foundation that F
Duplanit and his predece
laid. R

The above was the re
of an interview with
thony. He was emplo
at K.1.R.S. from 192
1975,

$




